


European Best Practice –  

a Cycling Love Affair 
Burkhard Stork, National Director Cyclist´s  Federation 

Germany 







| | 5 

Germany – a cycling nation! 

• Half of the Germans use a bike in 

everyday life, more than 40 % use it 

several times a week (> 30 mill.) 
 

A cycle club for everyone         |      Velo-city Global 

Vancouver 2012 

Percentage share of total German population 

Bicycle available 

Bicycle use 

Bicycle use in everyday life 

Frequent bicycle use 

• Half of the Germans use a bike in 

everyday life, more than 40 % (> 30 

mill.) use it several times a week 



Merkel: "Germany is also a bicycle Nation!" 
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1. Vauban 

2. Cycling Tourism 

3. Bicycleclimate-test 
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Freiburg-Vauban 

• Limited parking space: some places at the main road and in 2 

common parking garages (25.000 $) 

• Parking on private estate not allowed 

• 2 streetcar routes directly to the city 

• Good bicycle conditions 

• Success: 

• 172 cars / 1000 inhabitants 

• (495 /1000 Freiburg // 532 / 1000 Germany) 
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Bicycletours and -holidays 

• a third of German Population  do leisure Cycle 

trips: 26 Mio. People 

• 5,8 % of german population made Cycle 

holidays (at least 3 overnight-stays) in 2014: 4,7 

Million people 
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Success Cycle Tourism 

• 9,16 Billion Euro turnover 

• 186.000 fulltime-Jobs 

• ~ 10% of German tourism turnover ! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

(Quelle: Grundlagenuntersuchung Fahrradtourismus in  Deutschland, DTV, 2009) 
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Lesson learned: 

•More people cycle more often, when 

they feel comfortable and safe. 

•Measuring how cyclists feel in traffic 

in their city provides some of the most 

important insight in cycling promotion. 
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Survey design 

Survey  

27 questions in five categories:  

1. Cycling and the traffic climate 

2. The importance of cycling 

3. Cycling safety 

4. Cycling comfort 

5. Infrastructure and the cycling 

network 



ADFC-Fahrradklima-Test 2014 

 

26,000 

79,000 

103,000 

2005 2012 2014

participants 

136 

332 

468 

2005 2012 2014

cities 



ADFC-Fahrradklima-Test 2014 

 

• all 76 cities > 100.000 inhabitants 

• 100 from 107 medium sized cities 

• 292 cities w. less than 50.000 inhabitants 

 
Alltogether 40 Million inhabitants (half of 

german population) 

 

Cities included in Bicycle Climate Test: 
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Overall evaluation index 

Cycling + 

traffic climate 
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Infrastructure + 

cycling network 

Overall evaluation index (school grade) 



ADFC-Fahrradklima-Test 2014 

 

Results on 

web-

map… 



ADFC-Fahrradklima-Test 2014 

 

☺ 

…with individual result sheet for every 

city 
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Not only the best, also climbers! 

• 2 categories of winners: the absolute best 

cities – and those who climbed most in the list 

• Very successful: best Climber of 2014 was 

the worst City of 2012 ! 

• Every second year: active Cities have real 

chances to get better fast! 
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200 years anniversary in 2017  

Be part of it! 



Thank you! 
 

@burkhardstork 

@fahrradclub 

 

 


