
Cycling and Road Safety 
in Thailand  

Gawin Chutima, Thailand Cycling Club 

Velo-city Global 2016, Taipei, Taiwan  



Why Thai people did not use bicycle 
in daily life? 

TOP 5 

• Cannot reach destination by cycling alone     3.40 

• Rain                                                                        3.35 

• More convenient using motorcycle                  3.35 

• Fear of being hit by car                                      3.30 

• Hot sunlight                                                          3.30  

 
(Note: Full score = 5; 33 factors given for scoring with 10 
factors score 3.00+) 

Source: Survey of 1,671 persons in 9 provinces in 2011 by Thailand Cycling Club 



Causes of bicycle users’ accidents  

• Bad road conditions                            36% 

• Other people’s faults                          20%  

----------------------------------------------------- 

• Falling by bicycle users themselves  32% 

• Faulty bicycle                                          7% 

• Mistakes made by bicycle users          5%  

Source: Survey in 8 provinces by Thailand Cycling Club, 2011 



Thailand ranks 
 2 in the world 
only after Libya  



http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/road_traffic/death-on-the-roads/en/#deaths 



 18% 
Founded 

with 
alcohol 

Bicycle & 
tricycle 

ranks 2 for 
wounded 

Drivers & riders detected with alcohol in Thailand, 
1998-2007  

Source: Ministry of Public Health, Thailand 



Dead and wounded bicycle and tricycle riders 

sent for treatment in hospitals 2010-2013  

Bicycle & tricycle 
riders 

Total 
Yearly 

average 
Percentage 

Dead and wounded 12,583 3,145 

Dead 538 134 4.3 

Found with alcohol  1,830 458 
14.5 of the 

dead & wounded 

Dead with alcohol  100 25 
18.6  

of the dead  

Road Safety Policy Foundation;  
Source: Ministry of Public Health; data from 33 state hospitals  



Actions Taken by  

Thailand Cycling Club 

For Road Safety 

And Promotion of  

Cycling and Walking in Daily Life 

 



Policy Advocacy with the 
the 5th National Health Assembly (2012)’s 

Resolution on Systems and Structure for Promotion 
of Walking and Cycling in Daily Life 

of which the Government Cabinet “acknowledged 
and assigned related government agencies 

considered taking actions” in 2013.  



From the NHA Resolution, TCC has succeeded in 
advocating government agencies to (for examples): 

• Land Transport Department to 
integrate more knowledge and skills for 
safe driving in relation to pedestrians 
and bicycle users into training course 
and examination required for obtaining 
a driving license 



From the NHA Resolution, TCC has succeeded in 
advocating government agencies to (for examples): 

• Education Ministry to integrate road 
safety, particularly for bicycle users and 
pedestrian, in school curriculum   



From the NHA Resolution, TCC has succeeded in 
advocating government agencies to (for examples): 

Transport Ministry  

• Come up with Standards for Design 
and Construction of Bikeways in 
Thailand.  



From the NHA Resolution, TCC has succeeded in 
advocating government agencies to (for examples): 

Transport Ministry  

• Lower speed limit in urban areas from 
80 to 50 km/h in line with 
international (WHO) standards. TCC 
also push for 30 km/h speed limit in 
the inner city/densely populated 
areas as adopted in many countries 
and its effective enforcement. 



TCC is currently turning crisis  
when three cyclists were killed  
by a drunk driver in May 2015  
into opportunities, joining with  
NGOs working on road safety  
and cycling clubs to: 



Conduct public campaigns, resulting in 
more than 110,000 people signing a 

petition in just 10 days.   



Hand the petition to 
President of the 
Supreme Court 
requesting the Court 
of Justice to punish 
reckless drivers strictly 
by law without 
suspending the 
sentence.    



Meet the Prime Minister and 
successfully drew him to pay more 
attention to safety of bicycle users. 



The Law Reform Commission of Thailand 
(LRCT) accepted TCC’ s request to look for 
ways to improve all aspects of judicial process 
to deter dangerous driving. 

LRCT conducted 4 
consultations with 
stakeholders, experts 
and responsible state 
agencies during August 
2015 to February 2016. 



A final report on Views and 
Recommendations Towards Measures to 
Protect Rights and Safeguard for Safety in 

Road Use Sharing (Case of Drink and 
Drive) is due in late March 2016. 



It will be  
submitted to:   
The Court of Justice,  
National Council for Peace and Order, 
National Legislative Council,  
Ministry of Justice,  
Royal Thai Police, etc. 



The final academic report is decided to 
focus on the case of drink and drive / 
drunk driving and will provide: 
  
(1) policy recommendations for the 
three stages of judicial process in short, 
medium and long terms, and  
 



The final academic report is decided to 
focus on the case of drink and drive / 
drunk driving and will provide:  
 
(2) legal recommendations covering law 
enforcement, and improvement of laws, 
procedures, remedies for damages and 
legal aid. 



Thailand Bike & Walk Forum: 
Annual Conference on Walking and 

Cycling in Daily Life Since 2013 
The 3rd TBWF in 2015 was on safety. 
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   Thailand Cycling Club  

e-mail:  tcc@thaicyclingclub.org 

www.facebook.com/thaicycling 

www.thaicyclingclub.org 


